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KKfcUMPTION.

flu two N»!W York papirn, the Jotum'l of Com

Suttee aud'the World, which, by ordi r <>i the Sec¬

retary of War, were suppressed on the 1 -s11»instant,
reappeared ou Monday last, the interdict having
l»cen removed on Saturday. The proprietors of

both papers, feeling deeply aggrieved by the arbi¬

trary act of the Government, express thcmselvca at

much length and with justifiable warmth on the

¦wrong winch they have suffered, and we believe,
from the comments of (.the New York press gene¬
rally, that the proprietors of the injured papers re¬

ceive the unqualified sympathy of the public every
where. We have heretofore said all that we

drt iiicd ourselves called upon to say on a transac¬

tion so indefensible and so novel in our history,
mod'it in r.ot, therefore, for the purpose of further

auimaJversion, but in justice to an ancient and
Lii hly esteemed contemporary that we make from
one of the aggrieved journals the annexed extracts

from its extended remarks on the matter of its

complaint.
from the Journal if Covimrrct of Monday.

During the day . Wednesday the Editor* of this paper
had been engaged iu aiding Gen. Dix in tracing
the ;,utborsbip »f the foiged proclamation, 1,1r"V*tuuetion with the World, offered a reward of #.>00 tor bisKcSn. and ia fouipauy with Mr Marble , ot the \Urld.
1 liv Hi? utsced IU the bands of the General such facts ar

suilts pail) In the evening, about nine o clock, our i fti.,iJoupied by a military force, and ofticers wered.»-
Diitche.l to various part* of this city and Brooklyn w n

brief and peremptory order# to arre.t the e.ator. ai.d coti-

vey theui to 1 ort Lafayette, by .Warner which was wart-
iug to receive them at the Battery. lbe« order. erne
from the President, and no d.scret.ou v.a* alk>w<*i to Oan
Du We have the best reascn to know taat the GeuerhJ
bi^lfwaa carneady .pp.ed te the pr-ceed.Dg. andlei;erted himseU .trenuuumy to induce a suspension ot the arbi

tr\v-.m nine o'clock on Wednesday n^bt til! eleven o'clock
on Saturday morning-our < ffice ww held by a detaebmeu5 3SS, »nii the people ,f tin. city had an excellent
opportunity of seeing that strange sight to American eyts
.bayouetb crossed at the door of a newspaper establish
ment DurlugUna tune we made no r preseuUUonor &p-
wlication of any kiud to the United tttat- s au.borities. \Vt
contented ourselves with an occasional inquiry at h( ad-

.

quartern whether any new orders were received, receiving2 negative reply until Saturday, when au order was given
us requiring the captain in charge to hand over the office
oftre Journal of Commerce to "the bearer.
Ihe forger has been arrested, and haw made his c*»n

eion Mr. Joseph Howard, the guilty individual, wasedu
rated to the newspaper business on the New \"rit Iiui a

and is familia. ly kn-wrfas ''HowardofthelW^ He
was a thorough newspaperman, fannliarw'th ail th
necessary to accomplish his purpose. He was a Ik*. rile

contributor U. the Independent. president ot the * irst R
publican Association in Brooklyn. long a member ot ttr
Rev Mr B~-c tier's church, member of the Republican
Committee ot Kings county, and employed lately id a sub¬
ordinate position on the fcagle. He is well known in radi¬
cal circl««, the intimate asi-ociale of the most eunuent ot
11
We were caught. as were other*.not the New York

World alone, but other papers, who by pure accident, aii»l
nothing else, were enabled to discover the fraud in tune to

*

suppress immense ediiions already printed, and save their
reuutafons We Buffered.
We call to wituess the respectable newspaper press from

Atlautic to l'acific, when we say it was impossible, by any
degree of caution, to prevent such an occurrence. 1 hero
is not a newspaper editor iu America w ho, had he been in

our < ffice, would not applaud the course pursued by our
foreman, and free him from all blame. Nor can any living
man by any degree of care or ingenuity make himseir or
his business sale agaiusl fraud, bhow us the man that dare
boast of such immunity.

Mai k this: We have within three years done more than
fifty thousaud dollars' worth of gratuitous advertising for
this same Administration, who have sent us orders innu¬

merable to hunt up officers, to announce drafts to pro¬
claim this or that, every order coming to u* in almost far
simi t of this forged despatch, and with no verification
whatever. There is scarcely a night in the year that the
War Department does not send us, on manifold paper, now
iu this and now in that haudwriting. at one, two, three, or

four o'clock, some such pioclsmatiou or order. If we

nhould refuse to publish one of these we should be de¬
nounced as copperheads. If we demanded ver.fioatioo or

pay we should be hooted at a* traitors. Nay. more, we
were ourselves arrested, and our paper was suppressed, on
a supposed order from Washington, written out by a tele¬
graphic operator, which Gen. Du took on trust, because
he had seen others that resembled it which were true J
We have no defence of ourselves to make We had

doob no wrong. We were victims of fraud, and the Pre-
¦ ideut, in a moment of evil judgment, resolved to punish
our misfortune, and burled ou us the mandate of a strong
power, destroying our property, and iutlicting not alone a
vast pecuniary damage, but a' greater personal wrong and
ii jury. We have asked no pardon from hiui. The clench¬
ed hand of man that strikes with passionate blow on th«
rock is bruised, and cauuot for a long time recover from,
tbe self inflicted iijury. The arm of authority when it
wields the sword ot anger against the spotless steel of in¬
nocence wastes the vigor of iU smews aud turns the edge
of tbe weapon. " * "

TPor the private wroDg done us,we find it in our hearts
to forgive him It was, perhaps, au error of petulance or
a mistake of poor judgment Let it pass lor awhile, till
be aud we can think it over in calmer times The public
wrong which involves such mighty interest*.the Consti¬
tution, the sacred authority of law, the liberty of the press,
tbe freedom of the eitiien from unjust search and seizure
of bis person or property, the freedom from fcrrest, except
on warrants duly authorized, the right to be confronted by
accusersvto trial by jury.t^i* gre»t wrong wo have no
power to pardon. Two thousand years ago the Romans
enacted the law of Publiua Portiua Leeca, which author¬
ised au appeal to tbe Roman people. In the tune of Paul
that bad b«iU aadly changed to tbe appeal to . a*sar, for
Caesar bad grasped the power of the people. We posses-
the law in its original purity, and by that appeal must this
whole act be judged. * *

But what, Americans, what is to be said for our country
had ber prospects under the guidance of those who can be
no erring so foolish, so weak ? Does it shake our fa.th in
the future T Does it open U» us any new vn*w of doubt or
despair? Ill no wise. Patience, patience On the last
day that we issued our paper we spoke ifi earnest tones,
beseeching our countryroeu to be patieiit and faithful.
laithlul to the old cause, the old Union, the old Constitu¬
tion. These men that lead us in the uiad course of radi¬
calism are but the men of a day. '1 b«y cannot save our
country. They will vanish from our sight ere long. I heir
deeds will follow them into oblivion or shame; and then,
by the peaceful lecurrence of our national election, we
Khali bo placed in the powtion to save the grand old fabric
of free institutions.
From the distant battle fields the thunder of cannon

Teaches our ears to-night, and we know that our brothers
nnd sons are struggling, not for a new country, but for tbe
old faith that was given by our fathers. I^et us b« patient
and labor, doing our duty here, iu whatever of paiu and
persecution, under all the obloquy and reproach that the
men who desire tooverthrow our time-honored system maybean on us. Let no personal wrongs or private griefsHhake our faith or lessen our teal for the truth we uphold,for the priuciples by which our nation is to bo saved, if
«aved at all The uihj>'sty of the law must be reverert in
our hearts even if violated iu our persons, and it will yetbe triumphant.
, It was a sad and somewhat solemn view, for an Ameri¬
can, that rush of tbe busy world along the street, by the
guarded doorway of a suppressed newspaper. It was not
for this, some thought, it was not for this our brave boyswere dying on the field. Men recently arrived from for¬
eign lands were unable to explain to themselves the
rtrange sight. Homo citizen* went along chuckling com¬
placently over the accomplished suppression of a free
press; but those were few, veiy few in MtwYmk; and
ihe vast throng, in the main, passed by with sadden- d
countenances. The dim sight of old men was dimmer
with the mist of tears when this sorrowful exhibition of
bayonets was inade in our great commercial street. The
exceeding beauty of our national character was marred ;
the splendor of our historic freedom was tarnished ; the
glory of our American boast was gone. A man of more
than eighty years, born in New York, whose long and
peaceful life had blessed himself and benefited biscouutry,
a* he passed along the street, uttered his sorrowful wish
that (iod had l«»t him die before his old cyws looked on
such a scene. Young men, strong and earnest, were not
moved to tears, but resolved that henceforth they would
recall the old traditions, restore if they might the old laws,nnd be content, wb>*n the land was again as of old united
and Iree, to say their wunr dimUtia. Not It'll then ! Ohnot till ihen !. God grant that we may live and work tillthis story is remembered a« a hideous dream, and from
ocean to ocean the breeze that sweeps down from ourluountaiDS shall again be the breath 6f freedom *

Mrs. Gov. Seymour has received, through the Bishop ofBuflalo, from the Pope of Koine, for the relief ofpounded United States soldiers.

okhkiiaj,h in Writ AAklVi
The HeoreUry of War. In r**ply to ft rMolutom of the

Menate, hnit Ciiuutuuiffated t«> that buJy a list of nil K,1ucral
officers, regular and volunteer, in the military Mrvio* be¬
fore ttn<l since lilt* commencement of the war, designating
ibu'i n*»|»rc(ive iStaU>*. the date ot appointment, oonlirmu
tiou, tVc.ttud naming Hiouu w ho have beeu rejected,
dropped, or resigned.

It appears by thin document (bat the total number of

General* in the liegular Army since the commencement of
the war in twenty-nine, viae: Oue lieutenant general, six

major generals, and twenty two brigadier generals; and

eighteen of all grades are now in the service, viz: Oue

lieutenaut general, three major geuerals, and fourteen brig*
adier grtierals.

In the volunteer force, one huodred and three have been

appointed major generals, including the promotion of niue-

ty-oue brigadier generals; and four hundred and seventy-
seven have been appointed brigadier generals, of whom
two hundred and seven are now anting as such. There

are seventy major generals at this time in the service.
The following statements exhibit the retirements, deaths,

resignations, rejections, dismissals, &o.:
It MjUI.AU akm v.

Lieut. Gen. Winfield fr-'eott, retired.
Itriu. Gen. David E. Twiggs, dismissed.
Brig f>en. Wm. 8 ilarney, retired.
M'jor Gen John E. Wool, retired.
hug. Gen ltob- rt Andrsou, retired.
ling Gen. James W. Kipley, retired.-
Hi ig U-n. E V. Sumner, dend.
Hrig. Gen. J K. F. Munsfield, dead.
lir;g lien James G. Totteu, dead.
lirig. Gen. Andrew H. lteeder, declined an uppointment.

VOLUNTEER.

Mnjor Gen. Frank P. Blair, resigned and resignation re¬

voked.
Mnjor Gen. Win. F. Smith, expired by constitutional

limitation. and reappointed.
Major Geo. John M. Schufteld, expired by constitutional

limitation.
Major Gro. Horatio G. "Wright, rejected by Senate.

since appointed.
Major Gen. Causing M. Clay, resigned.
M-j>r Gni. .Tati:t«a A Garrirld, resigned.
M i|or Gen. Schuyler Hamilton, resigr.ed.
Mnjor Geo. Charles S Hamilton, resigned.
Major Gen. Erasmus D Kc-yes, resigned. ,

Maj« r Gen. Eiwm D Morgan, resigned.
Maj r Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss, resigned.
MnjorGen. Robert C. Schenck, resigned.
Mnjor Gen. Edw 1). B»ker, dead.
Al-jur Geo. Hiram G B.-rry, dead.
M.ijnr (Jen. John Buford, dead.
Major Geu Ptiiip K«-arny, dead.
Major Gen. Ormeiy SI Mitchell, de-ad
Mhjor (Jen. J K. F. Mauefirld, dead.
Mnjor l«-n. Wm. Nelson, dead
M-jur (Jen. Jere. L Reno, dead.
Mnj >r Geu. I B Richardson, dead.
Major (Jen John F. Reynolds. dead.
Mrjur Gen. E V. Sumuer, dead
Mfj tr Gen. John Sedgwick, dead.
Mnjor Gen George C. Strong, dead.
Major Geu. Charles F. Smith, dead.
Major Gen. Isaac 1. Stevens, dend.
Mcj >r Geu. Amiel W Whipple, dead.
Mnjor Gen. 1 houias A Morris, declined.
Miijor Orii. Napoleon B. Buford, expired by constitu¬

tional limitation. ,

Mnjor Gcii. J. D. Cox, expired by constitutional limita¬
tion.

Mnjor Gen. George W. Morrell, expired by constitutiona
limitation

Major Gen. W. T. H. Biooks, nomination withdrawn.
Major Gen. John Newton, nomination withdrawn.
Mnjor Oeu. Wm 11. French, mustered out.
Mnjor Geu. Fitz John Porter, cashiered.

HRICADIERS CENERAL OF VOLUNTEERS.

Henry W. Beuham, appointment revoked.
J.J. Bartiett, expired by constitutional limitation and

reappointed.
Geo. W Cullom, expired by constitutional limitation

and reappointed.
Job. B. Carr, expired by constitutional limitation and

reappointed.
Chas. T. Campbell, expired by constitutional limitation

and reappointed.
Edward Ferrero, expired by constitutional limitation

and reappointed.
A J. Hamilton, expired by constitutional limitation and

reappointed.
James A. Ledlie, expired by constitutional limitation and

r-appointed.
Thomas F. Meagher, resigned and resignation revoked
Joshua T. Owens, expired by constitutional limitation

and reappointed.
Gabriel R. Paul, expired by constitutional limitation an«]

reappointed.
Henry H. Sibley, expired by constitutional limitation

aud reappointed.
John M. Thayer, expired by constitutional limitation

and reappointed.
RESIGNED.

Burn|, Win. 11. Matthias, C L.
Bo) la, J F. Miller, Stephen
Buckingham, C. P. N'agle, Jf*toes
lieatty, John Orrne, William W. *

Craig, James Phelps, John W.
CrilleudeQ, Thomas T. Piatt, A. S.
Campbell, Wm. B. Pratt, Calvin E.
Cochran. John Quunby, Daac F.
Clement, G P. Reynold*, Jos I.
Denner, J W. Ross, Leouard F.
Burgee, Almrn Reid, Hugh T.
Duujout, Ebenezor Shi> Ids, James
Dodge. C. C. Strong, Wm. K.
I^eilzler, 0. W. Smith, Green Clay
Earnsworth, John F. Stevenson, John ]).
Eairchild, Lucius Shackelford, Jan. M.
Hording, A C. Thurston, Chas. M.
Kiernan, J. L. Tyler, Daniel
King, Rufiis Taylor, Nelson
Kane, Thos. L. Viele, E. B.
McCall, Geo. A. Van Allen, Jam*-* H.
Montgomery, Wm. B. Vinton, Francis L.
Morgan, Geo. W. Wade, Melancthon T.

Bayard, George D. McCook, Robert L.
Behlen, Henry Plummer, Jas. B.
Cooper, Jauies Patterson, F. C.
Corcoran, Michael Rodman, Isaac P.
C'hatnplain, T. S. Rice. James C.
Chapin, Ed P. Lile, Josh W.
Farnsworth, E. I. Stevinon, Thos G.
Hsckleman, P. A. Sanders, Wui P.
Hsys, Alexander Taylor, Geo. W.
Jamison,Chas. D. Terrill, Wm. B.
Jackson. J. D. Vincent, Strong
Jackson, 0. F. Wadsworth, Jas L.
Keiin, Win. H. Wallsce, W II. L.
Kirk, EN *

* Welsh, Thomas
Kirby, Edward Williams, Thomas
Ejon. Nathaniel Weed, Stephen n.
Lander, F. W York, S. K.
Lytle, Wm H. ,

DECLINED APPOINTMENTS AS MAJOR CF.NF.RAL.
Baker, Ed. D. Morris, Thos A.
Biddle, Chas. I. Onkes, James
Brown, Harvey Pierce, Thos L.
Bramlette, *J"h«»« E. Prime. Fred. G.
Haupt, Herman Richardson, W. A.
llicks, Thos 11. Sprague, William

MtJhTEREI* OUT.
Garrard, Tkeo. T. Porter, Andrew
Morton, I. St. C. Stone, Chas. 1'.
Naglce, Henry M. Gormau, Willis A.

EXPIRED CONSTITUTIONAL LIMIT.

Busteed, Richard Phelps, John S.
Buchanan, K C. Pee, 0. M
Cowdin, Robert Smith, Gustavus A.
Gilbert, C. C. Stougliton, E. II.
Hovey, C. E.

. Todd. John B 8.
Haynet, J N. Van Vliefc, Stewart
Krzyanowfki. W. Vinton, Francis L.
"MrKmstry, Justus Williams, N. G.
Marey, Randolph B. Williams, D. II.
Naglie, James

REJECTED nv TIIE SENATE.

Cognwell, Milton Arnold, L. G., cancelled ami
Chambers, Alex. restored to IT. H. A.
Stuart, D. Harkiu, Jas A., revoked,
Sickles, D. E. re apoointed, Stambawgh, F. S , revoked,
Tod, J B. D Blenker, L , discharged,
Dane, James II. cancelled, Revere, J. W, discharged.

A novel election bet was recently made in California.
One Orttley agreed with aDr Derrick to carry a sack ol
flour from Sacramento to Clifton in case the Democratic
ticket was defeated. He lost and paid. The sack of flour
w«s then given to the Sanitary Commi*sion fund, and was
put up Ht auction. The fir»t buyer gave It was
then put up ugain, and brought $305. It was again put up,and sold mid ie-»n|d during the dsy, finally reaching the
sum of i§s4,40(). The same hag of flour is nuw to be sent
to the St. .Louis Sanitary Fair, to be sold over again.

Pennsylvania Mii.itia..A proclamation has been
issued by Governor Curtin, calling upon the militia ol
Pennsylvania to organize into companies at once, and pre¬
pare themselves to answer aay call that may be made by
tbo Government for their services.

tfliN ahmy of Hik Potomac.
TilE BATfLE OF THURSDAY.

In relation to the demonstration of Ewell's corps, fcf-
luiir%<l to ill the despatch of the Secretary of War, we

Lave Ibe following lurtliit purtirulim from the army cor¬

respondent of tliu New York Tribune. One letter, tintii»k
Drai HpotUylvuuia Court House 011 Thursday evening at

nine o'clock, says:
" The turnpike road (com Sputtsylvuma Court House to

Fredericksbuig hae been infested with guerrillas for seve-

ral days, anxiously awaiting tbe movement of our aupp'y
train*. This evening au organised and resolute move

merit was made, wbicb witi completely foiled During the
day, through an opening cut through tbe wood*, troop*
were seen passing away beyond our right Hank. Eveuiug
developed their purpose.
"Our cavalry bud bweu driven in under some excitement.

They were disuiouuud and sent into the wood* with their
carbineB, while h part remained to bold the horses 1 he
teamsters lashed their mules along the road toward which
tbe eueuiy were advancing, shouting to tbe mules like
maniacs. Time was every thing. Hall a mile, and the
angle of the roads would put the enemy, who was now be¬
fore them, behind their backs. The teams crowded on¬

ward, and the uiushetry began to rattle laster through
the woods.

" The heavy artillery, armed a* infantry, were presently
put into position, ami formed a hue of battle, first iu the
roads, then in tbe woods towards the enemy, who soou

engaged theui Our heavy artillery are raw troops, un¬

used to field service, and should not have been employed
alone ut such a time, bill they were must convenient and
available in such an emergency. Our loss in killed and
wounded can hardly lull abort ol one thousand.

" The enemy came iu and took possesion of the road
and the wagons, but their prises were small, and their
possession ol theui short. Our force* engaged were ly-
ler's new division of heavy artillery.

" Later Birney's division of the Third Corps was seen

moving down, and was immediately put into position. We
soon recovered the road and the wagons, none of which
had the enemy succeeded in cairying away or destroying.
A few horses only of the train were killed. The enemy
were driven reluctantly hack, and at sundown the last
gun had boon tired, anil tho effort to turn our (link and
capture our w«g»>n train was over.

" The forces engaged proved to be those of Kwll's
corps. A hundred of them were captured, who reported
that the movement was made from the right of SpoBsyl-
vania Court-liouse iu the afternoon."
Another correspondent gives a more circumstantial ac¬

count of thin engagement. We extract the following from
his letter, which is also dated on Friday:

" Our extreme right had beeu considerably withdrawn
last night, it rested say two miles rearward of the battle¬
field of Wednesday, and seemed to barely cover the Fred¬
ericksburg pike

'. This extreme right of the line (understnnd that the
entire line is fully six miles long) was held by Tyler's divi¬
sion, consisting of six heavy artillery regiments, lately
brought to the front from the forts about Washington, and
their great fjuris exchanged for muskets, and Kitchen's
brigade, being the tith and 1 f>th New York Artillery, taken
from the reserve artillery, aud likewise given muskets
"lu tbe course of the afternoon skirmishing became

quite warm, but the firing was not such as to attract the
attention of the various headquarters until about five
o'clock. At I hat hour tbe voile) s became continuous and
ao heavy that at the extreme letl, where I happened to be,
it was apparent that a well contested action was being
waged.

'. It appears that having forced back tbe skirmish line
iu some confusion upon their supports, E well's entire corps
burst upon the troops above mentioned, lus'.antly tbat
able General developed a brisk skirmish into a determined
assault. The obj-ct is palpable He meant if possible to
turn our riijht and cut off our bagghge train, perhaps put
and permanently bold our communications. Failing iu
this, be might reasonably expect to gain the advantages
aud information to obtain which a recounoisauce in force
is the last resort. He was beautifully foiled.
"Col Tannott's biigade, 1st. Maine heavy artillery, and

1st Massachusetts heavy artillery, received the assault,
aud '.ben, as a wider front of rebels appeared, the whole
division became engaged, and not long after Kitchen's
brigade found the enemy coming upon them, aud there was

nearly a mile of battle. Finding his men gradually yield¬
ing ground, Col. Tanuott ordered a counter charge, and
drove-the rebels acro«« a small field, lie could not dis¬
lodge them from tbe adjacent woods, and was finally bim-

. self driven back to tbe cover of the woods on bis own side
of the open space.
"Meanwhile Gen Hunt bad ridden from headquarters,

aud succeeded in planting Hart's battery at the left of the
line of actum, and just in time to repulse au aisault upon
that quarter. A little later he ha 1 pl&ccd another battery
in effective position, and Col. Tibbal's 4th New York artil¬
lery was brought up but not then put iu.

" Until sunset, a period of au hour and a half, charges
and counter charges swayed. the action back aud forth, de¬
flecting tbe line, bearing it back here and pushing it for¬
ward there, hut never once breaking it, and scarcely chang¬
ing the mean position. " It was not yet decisive, but tbe
enemy was checked, and heavy reinforcements were com-

iug up.
" It must have been during this time that a few hundred

of the enemy penetrated the woods widely around our

right, and burst out of tbe woods, upon the Fredericks¬
burg pike, almost directly iu the rear of tbe main engage¬
ment. During a few minutes, they were in possession ol
a long empty train headed to the rear for supplies They
hail captured a few t< aouters and killed a few horses, when
they were bustled back.

" Birney's division of the Second Corps, Crawford's of
the Fifth, arTti Russell's of the Sixth, assumed the line be¬
fore the firing bad quite ceased, ami held it during the night,
with brisk skirmishing at intervals At 3 A. M to day
there divisions advanced. Tbe movement wai so rapid and
unexpected tbat the enemy's picket linrf" was captured
almost to a man, and, sweeping ou, prisoners were ga¬
thered at every ft* p, uutil over two miles had beeu gained
arid hundreds of prisoners taken.
"Judging from what I saw in riding over the ground

this morning before the dead were buried. I estimate our

own killed at I5D, the rebel dead at 200. I think the same
proposition holds with the nspective loss in wounded
Knowing our own to be fully 1,000, tbe enemy's would
then be over 1,300, ali of which he carried off, though leav¬
ing his dead on tbe field. Among those we have buried
for him is & Col. Boyd, of the 4."»th North Carolina. We
already have between five and six hundred prisoners pa¬
roled near Army Headquarters, aud there are perhaps a

hundred atill to be brought iu. Our loSs in prisoners will
not exceed 200.

Altogrther, the result of this attack by Ewell is emi
nently encouraging to the hi my. It is accepted as a fit
ofl-et to our failure ou nearly the tame ground two days
before. It demonstrate* that the troops added to the army
since the ten days' battle may be relied upon. A prompt
and judicious recognition of this fact has been made by a

General Order issued ihn morning, which reads as follows:
llfcADttft ART* Its ARM1T or T11 K POTOMAC,

b'r.tltiif. May kit, I8u4.8 A. M.
Tli* Mnjor (leneral connuanoiug desire* to express In* sat¬

isfaction with the go d conduct of '1 yler s division, Kiich-
iiik'h brigade of heavy artillery, in the affair of yesterday
evening The gallant manner in'which the** commands, the
greater portion being for the Hist time nnder fire, met and
checked a f>«isli"t«iit corps ot tbe enemy, led by one of i's
best (t nenils, justifies tin* commendation in thii special man
ner ^ tro. ps who henceforward will be relied upon as with
the tried veterans ot the Second sue I Sixth Corps, at tbe same
tirue engaged
By command of Major Gen. MkahE:

St. iii W iu.iamk, A. A. G.

HANCOCK'S SPLKNDID CHARGE.

Mr, Wm. 8w inton, correspondent of the Now York
Turn'*, writing under date of the I'.tth instant, give* the
following vivid account of Hancock's Into charge upon the
enemy's work*:

" I have just ri'turned from the scene of Qen. Han
Cock'* brilliant victory of Tbur»day morning. At the
point at which hi* Mxixtijlt wk« made, the rebel breast¬
work* formed an »iiikI>* or salient, and hi* men advanced
silently and, without firing a shot, entered the work* at
the salient and swept up the inside of the right, making
the splendid haul of prisoners already known to you Un¬
fortunately, tke supporting line cheered when Hearing the
work*, otherwise we would, the prisoners sty, have cap¬
tured both Ew< II and Lee.
"The assault wm made between four and five o'clock,

in the gray of the mornii g Harlow's division, which bad
the advance, Miiks' brigade leading, went up in column by
battalion double on the centre, Hirriey's division in two
liues of hultlo, and the division* of Gibbon and Mott, in
the second line, supporting. The atormiug columu rushed
over the enemy's bieastworks, wluoh were exceedingly
strong, with a ditch hi front, and drove the enemy bnok
for .mile, litre the enemy rallied, and Hancock at *ix

A.M. returned arid formed 1iih line of battle in the eueioy'a
work*. As this wan the key of the whole position our

right waa gradually relumed, and the main body of the
army maaaed ou the left The Sixth Corps (Wright)
wbicb had been on the right of the Second withdrew be¬
hind tbtir skirmish line and united with Hancock's right,
and afterward two divisions of Warren's were brought
OTar.

" J he history of ike day after aix o'clock in the morning
is all summed up in five successive and tierce a*saults
which Lee made to retake the lost position. At first
Swell's corps al<>ne confront'd Hancock, bnt during the
day IIill and Longstreet were drawn over from the rebel
left, and the whole at my of Lee flung itsell in five desperate
effort* to recapture tho breastworks. Hut it was all in
vain, as every assault inet a bloody repulse. So terrific
wa« the deatti-grnpple, however, that at different times of
the day the rebel colors were planted on the one aide of the
work* ahd ours on tho other, the men fighting across the
parapet. Nothing during the war has equalled the savage

A««|W«tUm of Uta atrUfgi*. »htuk »UfttUu*4 for faunas*
huMr*, aud tan aaeau ul tb» ooufluit, frutu wiooh 1 b»»»

tu*t aotuM. a npi>oti>olr> oi' horror tbut euriiU« ibn
ilood ol tbe boldest The angle of the work* i»t whlob
Hancock entered, and for tbe po»«es*ion of which tbe
*avage fight of the day wan made, ia a perfeet Gol¬
gotha. lu IbiM aii^io <11 death the dead and wounded
rebels lie, tbia morning, litemliy in pile*.men in
tbe agoniea ol death groaning beinath the dead bodies
<>l their comrade*. On an area ol a few acre* in rear
of their position lio unt l.j*a Ihuu a thousand rebel corpse*,
many literally torn to shred* by hundred* of balls, ami
several with bayonet thiu*ta through and through their
bodies, pierced on the very uiurgiua of tbe parapet which
they were determined to retake or periah in the attempt
The oue exclamation of »very man who look* on the spec¬
tacle ia ' (Jod forbid that I should ever gaze upon such a

tight again '

"Hancock'* movement ia regarded here aa the moat
brilliantly-conceived and executed tactical operation of the
war, and has added to tbe aplendid fame be won in tbe
three days' fight in tbe Wildemea*. After the turning
movement of the morning tbe 8ixth Corpa and two diviaiona
ol the Second abould be included in the history of tbe day.
They ahare the hoiiora of the gloriou* but bloody field of
tSpottaylvania. Our loaa of yesterday must reach ten
thousand."
From another letter of Mr. Swinton, written on Satur¬

day, (the 21st,) we extract the following paaaagea:
"To-day complete* a week during which thia army ha*

confronted the enemy in bia linen oi Spoitaylvama Court-
House. We have fought, marxeuvred, and ,insetted. We
have delivered bloody batilea, we have withstood the aa-
saulta of a desperate foe, and we have diiven him from
powerful and elaborately prepared poaitious; but he still
confronta u*. Vital still in all hia parta he will not, 8ave
with annihilation, die.
" Tbe reconuoiaeancea of yesterday ahow that the rebels

are atill in strong force iu a new poxition, aomew hat iu
rear and to the eaat of that out of which they were forced
in the battle of Thursday. Dispositions were last evening
made for a inareu ivre this morning, aiming to drive thfin
out. During the night tbe Fifth Corpa (Warren) wn*
moved over to the extreme left, connecting with the Sixth
(Wnght) on the right; thi* with the Ninth (Burnside) and
the Ninth with the Second (Hancock) which hold* the
extreme right. The attack wa* to have been made at five
o'clock tbia morning by tbe Filth and Sixth Corp*, with
the view of turning the enemy's right by an oblique move¬
ment of our left, which would compel the enemy to evacu
ate his line*; but the horrible mud prevents the movemonta
of the artillery, aud up to this hour holda the army in
embargo.
" Headquartera have been moved to the left to conform

with the new position of our line taken up this morning.
We are now at tbe Qale House, on the direct road from
Fredericksburg to Spottuylvania Court Houae, eight mil-a
from the former and one-and-n hull inilca from tbe latter.
Our advance line i* within half a mile of the Court-IIoune.
From the top of the houue where headquarter* now are
we can see the Court-house and a portion of the eneiny'a
works, and both armiea are in sight of each other fortifying.
The country i* more open where we now are. The Wil
derricks here begin* to shade aud auften off."

AN IMPORTANT! FLANK MOVEMENT.

Headquarters Second Akmy Corps,
Saturday Night, May 21, 1804.

An entire chatigoin our linen ha* taken place to-day. At
twelve o'clock last night the Second Corps, under cover of
the Fifth CorpH, moved southeastward, and, striking the
Frederickabuig and Richmond pike beyond Guiney's, pur¬
sued it through Bowling Green to Millord Station, crossing
the Matapony river, aud forming in line of battle about one

mile west of the last-mentioned point. The Fifih Corps,
which moved from its position this morning at ten o'clock,
is expected to toriu a junction with Haucook's right during
the night.

Portions of several regiments of cavalry, consisting o

about two thousand men,under the commind of Brig Gen
Torbett, preceded Hancock's advance. The cavalry left
the vicinity of Massaponax Church at one o'clock this morn¬
ing, and encountered mounted skirmishers of the enemy
soon after, driving them steadily before them.
These tactical maoumvers must impel Lea to change

his lines immediately and evacuate the fortuidaMe works
which for several days post have confronted our army op¬
posite tpottsylvuaia. It uus the iuteutiou of Grant to
consummate this movement on Thursday night, had not
the demonstration of Ewell on our right flank rendered it
injudicious. So far, the movement has been eminently
successful.

Milford Station was up to laat night used as a depot of
supplies for the enemy, and it was by this route that their
wounded were forwarded to Richmond. On possessing
the town our troops found a small supply of sanitary stores,
sent out by the citizens of Richmond, but the greater por¬
tion were removed yesterday in anticipation of Hancock's
movement. '1 be appearauce of our troops seemed to cre¬
ate no surprise among the citizens, who expected our com¬
ing yesterday. The fact of Grant's intentions being known
by the enemy occasions uo smalt amount of astonishment
among the troops.

Near Mii.kokd Station, (Va.) May 21,1804.
A successful movement was made on the left flank of

the enemy's line this morning, aud one that has entirely
bsflled the sagacity of Lee.
At twelve o'clock .ast evening a portion of ti e cavalry

lnft their camp in the woods, near Massaponax Church,
aud advanced towards Guiney's Station, on the Richmond
and Potomac railroad. The pickets of the enemy drew
tack before their advance, only a lew shots being exchang¬
ed between them until they reached Guiney's bridge, a

short distance from the station, on the river Ny. Here
they were somewhat inclined to make a staud aud oppose
the advance of the column. They were soon driven from
the bridge, however, and the cavalry advanced. At Down¬
er's bridge the rebels uiade another stand, and held their
positmu lor bome time, aud gave us some spirited skirmish
ing. Companies IJ and B, of the Filth Mew Yolk cavalry,
dismounted and charged upon them in gallant style, driv¬
ing them from the bridge with considerable precipitation,
and then down the road out of sight.
The coluiuu continued to advance, the enemy keeping at

a fafe distance ahead, and retreating as our skirmishers
approached.
At Bowling Green the enemy did not make a stand. On

n emiuvnee a little to the left of Milford Station the
enemy bad mounted a battery aud thrown up some ritle
pits, lunettes, iVc. French's battery, which accompauied
the cavalry, was promptly brought into position, and be
amused theeneuiy while the cavalry mndeaflmk movement
to the left beyond the enemy, which proved to be a part of
Pickett's division, of Ewell's corps. The movement was
executed with auoce*a, aud the enemy, finding himself
Hoiked, beat a hasty retreat across the Matapony
river Six rebel officers and sixfy-six soldiers were sur¬

prised in a rifle pit and captured.
The Second Corps moved from its position on the Ny,

near Spottsylvan a CourtHouse, at midnight ou the even¬
ing of the 20th instant, following the road opened by the
cavalry. Nothing uiiumiiI occurred during the march to
Bowling Greeu, a distance ol twenty miles. The corps
crossed the Matapony at Milftrd's bridge. From Mil-
ford's bridge the column followed a narrow and sinuous
road, running in a direction north and south
About a in le from the river Gen. Hancock halted his

coluuiu aud formed a line of battle in a commanding position
on the crest ot a range ol hills. When Gen Barlow's
division was taking its position, about three hundred of
the enemy's cavalry suddenly da«hed out of (he woods and
charged down upon it with drawn sabres and loud yella
But when they discovered the (oice the) were about to at¬
tack they wheeled aboil I mid retreated fuster, if possible,
than they had charged, their pace being greatly accelerated
by a xio«le shell thrown into them by one of our batteriea.
The enemy's cavalry followed closely in our rear dur¬

ing the march, acting as a kind of voluntary provost guard
to pick up the stragglets. Our pickets in the rear were
driven in late in the afternoon by the rebels. One of (Jen.
Hancock's orderlies was captured between Bowling Green
aud Guiney's Station, while conveying a despatch to Gen.
Meade.
We occupy the railroad between the rebel army and

Richmond,over which Lee has transported all the supplies
for his army. The efT ct this movement will have on hia
plans is obvi<ous. He must vacate his stronghold in the
swamps and forest near Ppottsylvania Court Houae, and
cut his way through the web in which he is entangled and
maroh bis army Kicbmntidward, or he must ctush the Army
of the Potomac where it lies. What he will do in the pre¬
sent emergency remains to bt) seen.

'i he country through which we marched is a very fertile
one, and in a good state of cultivation We passed hun¬
dreds of acres of wheat, which promised fair to yield an
abundant harvest. Large quantities of flora have been
planted by the farmers, who did not anticipate the advent
of a Yankee army among them. The most of the barns
and granaries along the road were well filled with forage,
showing plainly that the people are not nearly so destitute
as is generally supposed.

Gimnky'm Station. May 22, 1804.
The advance of the army under Hancock arrived at

Milford yesterday, and met a force of the enemy, said to
be thirteen thousand strong, and drove them through the
town, pursuing them some distance. Our lose is unknown.
An attack was made on our head<|»arler's train, near

Guiney's Station, yesterday afternoon. The 114th regi¬
ment of Pennsylvania Zouaves, with the (inth Pennsylvania
volunteers, turned in line, and drove the rebels, consisting
of the'.fih Virginia cavalry, across the bridge. One man
of the <>rtth Pennsylvania was killed, and two or three were
wounded. Several prisoners were taken.

RETREAT OF LEE TOWARDS RICHMOND.
For the lasteat aud highly important news of the retreat

of Gen. l^ee to his fortifioations at Richmond, see the de¬

spatches published under our editorial head.

f THK WAft BOUTH Ol' KtOMMUND.
TKNTM AtilllV Con Ml, MKAH F<»*T DaMI.INi'I,

SuHtiujj tvtuing, Aluy 15,
Saturday night passed iu perfect quiet, except an (Wi-

sio.ial crack oil the picket lines, the moonlight making
surprise impossible, aud I lie rebels knowing their cap-
lined work loo wi ll to utteuiptau assault oil it

The surgeons of the 'lYuth Corps hospital estimate the
number of cases brought there yerterdny at 110; at the
other corps the number is placed at f>0. Probably three
hundred will cover tbe total lose of yesterday.
There are two turnpikes running north to liichuiond,

about a mile aud a half apart; the westerly oue, which
edges tbe railroad, being the soene of Monday's tight near

Petersburg. Sunday morning tbe Eigbteeutb Corps lay
at the easterly turnpike, aud stretched across it toward
the left of the line ; next line ou the left was the Secoud
division of tbe Tenth, uuder Gen. Turner; next ou the
left t< ward the westerly turnpike, Gen. Terry ; while to
the westward and southward was Gen. Ames, with the
Third division, to prevent our being flanked ou tbe left.
A mile-post near by gave the distance to Kichmoud as

nine miles To Fort Darling, of which we hold the outer
works, it is about three, aud tbe rebels Hear in the uext
work of their series.a carelully built oue, with abattis
aud diteh.

To-day I have passed most of tbe time on a bill west of
the railroad, a point from which heavy guns might shell out
tbe principal work on the rebel left which is not more
than three-quarters of a mile distant, just beyond tbe rail¬
road track. A powerful work was built ou tbia hill, but
the rebels were driven out of it by a charge iu the rear
Oue rifled gun on the left has beeu annoying to-day, fired
with great accuracy. A hideous example of this I saw in
the body of Capt. Walter Benetert, from Plattsburgh ; be
was struck by a shell, fired at a group of four or five, iu
which be was, at the distance of about a quarter of a mile.
From half past eleven till two artillery fire was pretty

constant at the railroad on the left. Ou the right there
was comparatively quiet.
The rebel line of works is in a zig zag course, but gen¬

erally passes from west to east, across the railroad aud the
two parallel turnpikes, beiug sand forts rather than simple
rifl»-pit8. They are all built with care, and were not meant
to be readily abaudoued.
Yet our success has been quite all tbut could have been

looked for, short of a bloodless evacuation ; holding now
the first, or outer lino, we are pressing hard upou the uext
inner one. To-day there seems to be no disposition to
hurry an advance, but we are slowly aud firmly lorciug our

way towaids Fort Darling, and of the final success there
can be no doubt..Ncio York Tribune.

THE SITUATION ON MONDAY.

Bermuda Landing, (Va.) May 1G.A. M.
Our forces still bold the long4fcie of earthwork* which

were captured last Thursday from the euemy. There was

uo general ongageiuent yesterday, but ull along our line*
the skirmishers were firing briskly. The second line of
rebel works is about three-quarters of a mile in advauce of
our position, and the belief is that there the eneiny will
make a firm ttand. Whether Gen. butler will attack these
fortifications, or content himself with holding, for the pre¬
sent, the large tract of country from which we have driven
th* rebels, I am unable to say We now have the district
between City Point and Bermuda Landing to within three
miles of Petersburg on the Bouth, and to within nine mile*
of Richmond on the uorth side. Drury's Bluff, whereon
the guns of Fort Darling frown, is scarcely two miles and
a half beyond our pickets.

This morning there has been heavy Gring on the James
river some distance above this point. It probably com.s
from our gunboats, who have been carelully feeling their
way toward Fort 1-arling. Yesterday the enemy's iron
olad Richmond came down below Fort Darling to recon¬

noitre, Our advance gunboats threw a lew shot at her,
and she returned up the river.

I he recent heavy rains have left the roads in a shockingly
disgusting state. All the distance from here to the front
the mud is at least six inches deep, and the heavy travel
has worn deep holes and ruts in many pUccs, Drawing
supplies of all kinds to the troops is a difficult work.

o

A SEVERE FIGHT NEAR FORT DARLING.

Bermuda Hundred, May 17, I8li4.
The enemy came out of their earthworks arouud Fort

Darling at daybreak yesterday morning and ct.urged upon
our right wing, but were driven back with heavy loss.
Immediately they made another charge, but with similar
resulU. At the third charge, which followed in quick
succession, and with greater numbers, our right wing fell
back, and we lost a considerable number of prisoners, also
killed and wounded, but your correspondent has no esti¬
mate as to the number.
At the time of the attack there was a dense fog. and the

enemy was not disoermble till close upon us. We how¬
ever captured about three hundred and thirty-six prisoner-,
and the enemy's loss in killed and wounded was at least
three to our one. Prisoners captured say thev were hea¬
vily reinforced during the night, but do not know where
from.
Gen. Ileckman's brigade suffered severely, and the

General is reported missing Major Jenkins, of the 40th
Massachusetts, is missing and prob»bly captured Capt.
Rae, of the 24th Massachusetts, and Lieut. Col. Chambers,
of the 2Jd Massachusetts, were killed; Col. Aberu, of the
.T9;h Illinois, was wounded ; Col. Lee, of the 27th Massa¬
chusetts, is missing; Capt. Hooke, of the 34 New York,
wounded, and Lieut Bartholomew, ol the 27th Massachu¬
setts, is misviug. We captured George W. Jones, a sou
of Senator Jones, of Tennessee, the Assistant Adjutant
General of the rebel General Bushrod Johnson. We also
captured three other captains.
Gen Gilmore's position on the left was attacked at the

same Aune, also our centre, but at four P.M. both hold
their ^sitions. Gen Gillmore captured fifty prisoners in
addition to those mentioned

I'p to four P. M., Gen. Butler's headquarters had not
been changed, but owing to the superior numbers of the
enemy now confronting us we may have to fall back to our
entrenchments. All, however, is iu good older with our

army at present.
The rebel ram has not beeu seen since ten o'clock yes¬

terday.
The centre and left wings of our army hold their posi¬

tions, and Gen Gillmore <.« the extreme left is within six
and a half miles of Richmond.

1 he enemy lost in killed and wounded in the three
charges they made from one thousand to fifteen hundred
men, whilst our loss in killed and wounded was very slight.

GEN. BUTLER FALLS BACK.

The foregoing correspondent, writing at a later hour,
adds tbe fallowing:
Gen Butler having learned that the enemy was heavily

reinforced, arid by the arrival of a courier having ascer

taiued that Gen. Kautz's cavalry had succeeded iu their
mission in destroying the railroad bridge over the Appo¬
mattox river, and several miles of the Danville railroad,
also the dams, blocks, and embankments of the canal lead¬
ing into Richm >nd, decided to fall back from before Fort
Darliug, and by Monday evening our army had safely ar
rived behind our new line of entrenchments, in perfect
order, with the exception of Gen. Heckman's brigade
which was lately disorganized and the General captured!
1 hid britfnde fdri06d tb« wxtrpro* ri^ht wing, and hern lh^
eneiny made their attack with great desperation, driving
back the brigade nearly two miles with overwhelming
numbers, and capturing a large number of prisoners
Many were also killed and wounded. 'Three of our siege
guns are reported to have fallen into tbe enemy's hand*
the horses being killed. The guns are said to have been'
spiked.
At present it is impossible to give a correct estimate of

our ions. Stragglers are constantly coming in. W.< have
iio doubt lost more prisoners than the eneiny, but their
loss in killed and wounded is twice as great as ours, as our
men were protected by entrenchments .Several ot l.ong
street's men were captured, who stated that his whole
force was co-operating with Beauregard. Rather an im
probable story.
One great object of Gen. butler's advance against Fort

l)siling has certainly been accomplished, that of attracting
the attention of the rebel forces iu this vicinity away from
the operations of our cavalry under Gen. Kaotz, whilst
they have boen destroying the enemy's communications
south of Richmond.

o

A RECONNOISSANCE AND A REPULSE.

A correspondent of the Herald, writing from tho head¬
quarters of the Tenth Army Corps, May 18th, says;

" Our forces retired to their entrenchments on Monday
evening last, in consequence of the massing of a heavy force
of the enemy at onr front at the Half Way House and a
serious battle which occurrssl on the same day, in wt,jrh
we lost the position we bad gained by the advauce towards
Richmond. Our forces came in in good order, without tho
loss of a man after the retreat began. The operation was
skillfully earned ont; and after four days of fighting
marching anj loss of sleep, tbe men again rested In the£
camps behind secure fortifications.
"Our scouts were sent out to watch the movements of

the enemv* lift'u*<!i? *f{»nUH,n h"»7 column, of
th«15 D*e J.""' passing down
^ P"terbur«- » was conjectured tnat the

trams were either carrying supplies for the moving columns
or they were being sent to Petersburg to be loaded with
supplies for Us army or the forces in Richmond Ai
any rate the capture or destruction of any of the trains

46 ftbjMt V*r/ dfttirabla at kb« flfMHt j*Mtur* »|
rclHtl Affklra. and if w*» d»t»rsnln#J to attempt it
"UfB K B Fob tor, Chief of Geu. QUluior»'s iUIT, took

1'uuiuMknd of the force, consisting of Onderdonk's mounted
rifles, battalion of the Fourth Massachusetts cavalry, two
regiments ol colored cavalry, and a portion of the Eleventh
Msine infantry. Gen. Foster started with his column at
about in 140 o'clock in the evening, and moved quietly out
to our pirket lines, au*l a few bundr-d yard* beyond, when
be halted, stationed pirk«tw on difl'^reut road* to guard
against 11 move to cut him off, had thou attempted to move
up the road leading to the pikn. 4^0 encountered the r< bt-1
pickets in n moment or two, and attempting to capture
them or drive them oil', received a heavy tire from tho
picket* aud a large rebel force in liue of battle behind
them He engaged it, but the fire becoming m<#h heavy
and from a longer liue, he was satisfied that at that point
tfce rebel* wore in too great a fore® to be forced back or
broken through. He tried another portiouof the liue with
the name result, aud hoou ascertained that the woods were

teeming with rebels and that Beauregard was iu full force
before our work*. He then turned aud oauie iuto camp,
having lout hia order.y, killed, and several meu wounded.
As the flghtiug was done iu the dark, no oue can nay what
the rebel loan wan. It perhaps equalled our own.
"The itftelligence of the presence of the enemy in so

large a force iu our immediate frout occasioned extraordi¬
nary exertions to complete the work on our defeuoes. A
large force was put on this morning, and have worked
through the day, aud will continue to work all the present
night, 111 itking ready for whatever may come.

" At daylight this morning the rebels threw out a heavy
line of skirmishers and drove our picket liue within a few
hundred yards ol the breastworks, when their advance was
checked after a heavy Bkirmish. Our pickets were rein¬
forced, and have been driven ami driven in turn several
times during the day at one or two points of the lino, la
front of Gen. Ames's line the enemy were particularly
strong, aud brought to their aid some light pieces of artil¬
lery, which, however, did 110 damage. A soldier ol the
112th New York was killed by a sharpshooter inside of the
iutrt uchuieuta, so near had the enemy got on one occasion.
They were speedily driven from their petition by a vigor¬
ous advance of our pickets, aud shell«»from company E,
3d United States artillery, Lieut Hanger in command.
There has breu heavy picket liring all day, but to-night it
aeems to have ceased.

" The enemy are engaged iu throwing up works directly
in frout of us, either for the purpose of laying siege to our

position, or to prevent u« from reaching the railroad again
to destroy it. They are known to be engaged iu repairing
the railroad, aud may design only to keep us away from it.
But it is generally expected that they will endeavor to car¬
ry our workH by assault to morrow, and gobble up or cut
to pieces our Brmy. Wo shall be ready for them at day¬
light, aud do not doubt our ability to repulse every effort
they may make. Their force is place-l at from tweuty-live
to thirty thousand men. Gen. B-auregard commands, and
Bushrod Johnson has their left wing.
"The gunboats, under Admiral Lee, have been shelling

the rebels engaged iu building a battery on one of the bluffs
of the James river, about a mile and a htlf from our lines.
Thus far they have not succeeded iu iheir efforts to drive
them from their work, aud it is feared'that to-morrow they
will have their guns iu position, commanding the river and
of annoyance to our lines."
A letter to the Philadelphia Inquirer, dated at Bermuda

Hundred on the 19th, says :
" Early yesterday morning the rebels moved a heavy

column down and hurled it upon our outer works, but
were repulsed with feaiful slaughter. A^ain and agxin
tbey endeavored to drive us out of our entrenchments, but
each time tbey paid dearly lor their rashness Fighting
continued throughout the day. Our loss iu killod and
wounded is light. The rebels Buffered severely. Thu
morning heavy firing is heard on our left."

OliSTINATE FIGHTING.

.Letters from correspondents of the Now York Tribune
show that tho Confederate army 011 the south fide of Rich¬
mond has assumed the offensive. Gen. Bullpr is within
bia entrenchments across the Bermuda Hundred peninsula,
and (tho Tribune says; " must be couteut to uiaiuUia him¬
self in that position until Lee is driven to summon a part
of Beauregard's forces to his aid."

It appears by the letters referred to that the rebels do
voted Wednesday and Thursday to feeling the position of
our forces, during which considerable picket tiring and
some skirmishing occurred, and in the night of the latter
day uitide an assault upon a line of rifle pits dug by our

pickets aloug the centre of our eutrenchments. The as¬

sault was not entirely successful, and they renewed it the
next day. We extract some of the details from a letter
bearing date " Tenth Aruiy Corps, near City Point," on

Friday evening last:
There has been to day a fierce and sanguinary battle in

front of the 3d division of this corps, under Gen. Ames.
Our line passes irregularly from the Appomattox ou the

left to the Jitmes on the right The approachable spot
was at a single point of the Tine in a space of about eight
hundred yards iu width and the same in depth.
The rebels bad coma up in front of the clearing, havingfollowed us down from Fort Darling, and had postal their

first guns in the yard of the Howlett Home. This house
i« behind a fall iu the ground and at several points along
the same line they have posted light batteries. The clear¬
ing is wholly our own work, and is faulty only in not hav¬
ing been done to a greater extent One strip of Woods
which threatened us with sharp shooters on Thursday is
happily now down ; but those next the Howlett House re
main, and are now beyond our power to remove.
On Wednesday night our pickets dug a rifle pit in front

of tbe rebel positiou, and about eight hundred yards from
ouf line, extending a quarter of a mile into the woods on
our right, which yet stands It was evident that this pit is
ruvaluable to its possessors, and accordingly the rebels
drove us out of it this morning, and the struggle of to-day
has been an attempt to regaiu it, which is so far urisuccess
ful, although we have retukeu the rightuf it, which is in
the woods.
Hut night there was an alarm between II and 12, and

another between 2 and 3, caused by picket firing. Both
tun* s there wa* skirmishing and charging, but our troopsheld their pit. The moon shone, netting just after the se
ooud alarm, and our old enemy, tbe fog, was so thick that
a mau could uot be distinguished at fifteeu paces, even in
a camp where fires had been burning all night. What mis¬
chief the rebels ulight prepare under its cover, no one
knew; but it was thought they would try to plant bat¬
teries in the woods on the right of the Howlett House, on
the ground where is now our s-otion of the rifle pit, and
further alarm was looked for later in the night, but noue
came.
At nine, or thereabout, the muskets began a lively crac¬

kle, and the guns opened trow the rebel position. Hurry
ing to the scene, I found the enemy had advauoed and been
repulsed, yet had the rifle pit iu their detested possession.
The whole of the 9th Maine, with portions of the 4th New
Hampshire, f>T>lh Pennsylvania, and !>7tb New York were
occupying the rifle pit, the regiment first named being
nearly in the centre. The rebels charged upon them with
their peouliar short-lived enthusiasm and their yell, and
were met firmly, and the position might have been h- Id
without difficulty bad not the 'Jth Maine broken and fled
to tbe woods, thus permitting the rebels te enter the pitand flank the remaining regiments, compelling them to re¬
tire.

This unfortunate affair hss cost hundreds of lives to day,
and threatens us with severe battles as the price of hold¬
ing our position. The rebels in tho pit, and the woods
which yet stand next the Howlett House, are tho twin
sources of apprehension.
Our meu once out of tbe pit and in retreat, tbe impetu¬

ous rebels pursued, recklessly charging into full view iu
the clearing. Then our guns, angry but silent while tb« y
shelled away at us yesterday, opened with spherical case,
and the rebels lambled back to their newly acquired pit.
Now came a momentary lull, and then the ltd Regular

battery, in the left redoubt, the 4th New Jersey adjoining
it on the right, both facing tbe pit, and the 1st Connecti¬
cut in the elevated redoubt further to the right, pointing
diagonally and partly across it, opened fire, roaring without
a moment's stop from I0£ to 114, using at first mostly sphe¬rical case The practice was mainly excellent, under tbe
personal direction of Geu. Ames, most of the shell bursting
over tbe pit. The rebel gnus returned tbe fire, but their
shots counted hardly more than a fifth of ours, and only
an insignificant number were struck, while our own fire
was not m the least retarded.
Meanwhile the 13th Indiana, Col. Dobbs, made a gallant

and, as it seemed, imprudent charge upon the pit on tho
right, but were icpulsed when within about a hundred yards
of the work. During this charge we took prisoner Major
Gen Walker, of Houth Carolina, who was here in command
of a brigade. He had his foot torn off by a shell, and
s a>s that his brigade ran off and left him on tbefield
The firing being over for the present our men could bo

seen huddled behind apple trees and others in tho clearing.
For a rarity, there was no rain, and tbe day was oppres¬
sively hot.
At half past two our guns again began to roar. Word

was brought that the left of the pit was empty, and soon
the 07th Pennsylvania and 13th Illinois were seen advanc¬
ing sgainst the rifle pit, in the open clearing. T heir leader
had mistaken or not followed precisely his orders, and tbe
rebels had come in, and suddenly tbey rose and poured
upon the advancing force a murderous fire of infantry aud
grape, and they seemed to fall in swaths. It was a sad
sight, without help, but they rnn desperately forward,
heaitated, wavered, and ran back, all in tbe space of a
mo:i ent of time Meanwhile out guns were turned upon
tbo spot, and tbe fire ot tbe rebels rapidly diminished.
Thenceforward, for something like an hour, it was possible
with a fair chance of impunity to sit npon the parapet and
watch our sheila, although for a time rebel shot flaw wildly
over us, and the trees flew into splinters
The clearing was now nearly empty of men, but about

four o'clock word enme that Col. Howell's brigade was in
the rifle-pit on the right. Five o'clock, and musketry
Crackled vigorously in the woods, showing that Terry's


